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It gives me immense pleasure to know that

Kerala Association in North Carolina is bringing out

a souvenir in connection with its Onam Celebrations 2011.

I wish a happy and prosperous Onam for the Malayalee

Community in North Carolina, I hope that the social and

cultural activities of the association will continue more

vigorously to benefit the Malayalees there.

 I wish all success for the endeavour.

Shri.  Jeyakumar V. S

President,

Kerala Association in North Carolina (GCKA),

USA.

OOMMEN CHANDY

Message

27.08.2011
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GCKA bpsS 2010-11 se motto Bbncp∂p ‘Inspire and Enrich (Inspire

the youth and Enrich the culture)’.

Cu Dt±iw k^eoIcn°m≥ th≠n XpSßnb ]pXnb kwc`amWv
GCKA {]kn≤oIcWamb Itcmen\ aebmfn . F√m h¿jßfnepw
{Inkvakv A\p_‘n®v Cd°n hcp∂ GCKA saº¿ UbdŒdnbmWv Cu
h¿jw apX¬ sI´nepw a´nepw am‰ßƒ hcpØn Hcp {]kn≤oIcW
cq]Øn¬ Cd°p∂Xv. ]pXnb t_m¿Uv {]h¿Ø\w XpSßp∂ BZy
amkßfn¬ Xs∂ Cd°nbncp∂ saº¿ UbdŒdn HmWw kabtØ°v
am‰nbtXmsS GCKA bpsS AwKßƒ°pw IpSpw_mßƒ°pw AhcpsS
kmlnXy -Iem cN\Iƒ ]¶ph°m≥ IqSpX¬ Ffp∏ambn
Xo¿∂ncn°bmWv. Itcmen\ aebmfn \yqkv se‰¿ cq]Øn¬ aq∂p
e°ßƒ Cu h¿jw ]pdØndßn. CXmZyambn amKkn≥ cq]Øn¬
Ct∏mƒ ]pdØndßpIbmWv. CsXmcp XpS°w am{X amWv. hcpw
h¿jßfn¬ IqSpX¬ `wKntbmsS, AwKßfpsS kPoh ]¶m
fnØtØmsS Itcmen\ aebmfn  ]pdØndßpsa∂v {]Xymin°s´ .

Cu kwcwØn¬ RßtfmsSm∏w ]¶mfnIfmb Gh¿°pw {]tXyIw
\µn Adnbn°p∂p. apJNn{Xhpw a‰p Nn{Xßfpw hc®v Cu amKkn≥

C{X `wKnbp≈ H∂m°nb hna¬ Ipamdn\v {]tXyIw \µn ]dbs´.

Gh¿°pw HmWw- BiwkIƒ

APva¬ sIm‰mbn (APn)
No^v FUn‰¿

 Ajmel Kottai

Chief Editor

editorial
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The purpose of GCKA association is to promote and facilitate the cultural, educational, social

and economic welfare of the Greater Carolina Keralite community and the surrounding community at

large.

This year has been a phenomenal year in the history of GCKA, as this association has undertaken

many new initiatives to take the association to a higher level. GCKA membership has been gradually

growing from the beginning with increased inflow of Malayalees to RTP/Triad areas. This has prompted

the current GCKA BOD not to limit GCKA activities in organizing Christmas, Onam, Social, Picnic and

screening of movies. After long  deliberations, we decided  on ‘Inspire and Enrich’ to be our motto for

2010-2011.New initiatives were conceived which conforms to our slogan to inspire and enrich the

community as a whole.

This BOD has started numerous new activities like Malayalam classes for the benefit of the

children of our community members, newsletter series to precipitate talents in our community,a library

for Malayalam books with a collection of around 50 books for the benefit of some of us to keep in

touch with our language and culture, a souvenir for enriching and encouraging talents in our community,

taking GCKA Youth Forum to the next level by channelling their energy to the development and upliftment

of society at large through participation in numerous volunteer activities, started to redesign GCKA

web site for better look and feel and user experience.

All these were only possible,with a lot of help and assistance from all BOD members and their

families and  the overwhelming support from our beloved sponsors and volunteers. I am very proud

and feel lucky to lead a very cooperative and cohesive group of dedicated friends  who  helped us to

perform  consistently well through our tenure.

Going forward GCKA should also work for the benefit of our younger generation. GCKA members

are encouraged to contact GCKA BOD for any programs which improves  the skills of our younger

generation like,  availability of internships, dance and skit lessons, volunteer to coach sports, volunteer

to provide supplementary lessons for those who need, information on various networking opportunities,

etc . I like to propose a GCKA fraternity, to explore and attract opportunities through some of our

eminent citizens of our community as well as from surrounding communities at large,  under the

guidance of GCKA BOD , thus providing career enriching opportunities for our youth and other members

in need.

Language is the single most thread joining people from different religion, belief, and back ground.

Educating our growing generation in our mother tongue Malayalam,  will improve the unity and

cohesiveness of our community. I would recommend members to take advantage of this opportunity

and support this effort by continuing Malayalam classes diligently in the coming years as well.

I take this occasion to extend my sincere thanks and well wishes to GCKA BOD members and

their families, Sponsors of GCKA and their families, GCKA volunteers, choreographers, performers

and all members of GCKA.

Wishing all of you a Happy Onam. May God Bless all of us. Thank you.

MESSAGE

FROM THE GCKA PRESIDENT

Jeyakumar V. S

President

Jeyakumar V. S

President
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2011 Onam Greetings to You and Your Loved Ones

 We are thrilled to note our closings and overall business has continued to increase even with continued market sales

decreases. We have closed on over 1200 transactions in the Triangle and saved area residents over $10 million in

commissions.  As licensed NC real estate agents, we strive to provide quality FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE services

at fair prices for everyone, without charging the high commissions. If you are looking to Buy a Home, Selling Directly

offers quality representation to buyers while continuing to save you money.  I hope to help you with any questions,

services

Anita Jagath :   Licensed NC Real

EstateBroker/REALTOR®
Direct Phone:  919-271-1959

needed for your home, and ultimately with Buying or Selling of your home.

Do  contact me when the time comes!

DirectFax: 888 482-6915

Email:anita@sellingdirectly.com

 FLAT FEE REAL ESTATE
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Board of Directors 2010-11

Ajmel Kottai (Aji) Madhu Kondath Joy Viswanath

V S Jeyakumar
President

Smitha Krishna
Secretary

Binny Joseph
Treasurer

Kuruvilla Kurian
Vice President

Shyni B Puthuparambil Babu Kuttiath
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GCKA 2010-2011 committee officially took

charge on September 26th, 2010 selecting VS

Jeyakumar as President, Kuruvilla Kurian as Vice

President, Smitha Krishna as Secretary and Binny

Joseph as Treasurer. Joy Viswanath and Shiny B

Puthuparambil volunteered to lead cultural program-

event coordination. Babu Kuttiath, Madhu Kondath took

charge to lead food and supplies coordination Ajmel

Kottai took charge of scheduling and running

Malayalam movies.

The following week, the new committee met at

VS Jeyakumar’s residence and deliberated on GCKA
motto and initiatives for the upcoming year . All of us
agreed on giving more importance to the younger
generation of the community and  hence decided to
have one person dedicated to coordinate Youth Forum
activities. Kuruvilla Kurian, Vice President volunteered
to take the reins of GCKA Youth Forum. We also
decided to bring up more changes in the association
activities with more focus on enhancing the cultural
and literary talents in our community and decided to
release a Souvenir along with the member’s directory
during the Onam celebration in September 2011,
instead of during the Christmas celebrations in
December 2010.  Binny Joseph volunteered to
coordinate the Malayalam class initiative and Ajmel
Kottai volunteered to be the Editor of GCKA Newsletter
series and Souvenir in addition to his movie
coordination role. We also decided to run a Malayalam
library  and revamp the GCKA web site for more user
friendliness, improved functionalities and better design
features.

GCKA 2010-2011

Annual Report
Christmas

GCKA celebrated Christmas 2010 with more
glory and pomp. Programs were richer  in quality and
excellent in theme,than witnessed to-date. Cele
brations started with a sumptuous Christmas lunch for
very reasonable cost and had 4 hours of high quality
programs performed by talented members of GCKA.
The cultural programs were inaugurated by lighting of
the Christmas tree by one of the senior members of
GCKA - Dr. T V Oomen. The release of GCKA Calendar

and the first edition of the GCKA newsletter  ‘Carolina
Malayali’ were also done at this occasion. GCKA
President V S Jeyakumar presented the new policy
initiatives of the 2010-11 committee to the community.
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The audience were mesmerized by the opening

musical-dance program, named “Bethlehemile Oru

Rathri”.  Around 40 singers, dancers and other

performers participated in this grand opening. Total

24 programs were performed by around 100 artists.

There was a record crowd  turn-up than previous years,

even with adverse weather conditions and a different

venue from past years (Athens Drive High School,

Raleigh). The program ended with a very exciting finale

taking all of us to a traditional  Kerala village

atmosphere  with nadan Carol music, skit and dance.

Most of the people attended the event commented that

they  have never seen such a lively, excellent and more

Kerala traditional Christmas event.

Social

GCKA  Annual Social Night was held on May

7th 2011. This was a free event open to all GCKA

members. The Social Night provided an opportunity

for longtime community members to catch up with each

other and also a great occasion for new members to

meet and socialize with other Malayali families in the

Triangle area. The GCKA Youth group entertained the

crowd with a glamorous fashion show put together by

them as a fund raising event. The ‘Madhurikkum

Malayalam’ contest conducted by George Joseph also

provided lot of entertainment and fun. The following

day being Mother’s Day, the event also included a brief

celebration to recognize motherhood.  Children recited

a poem honoring mothers and all were given flowers

and chocolate to present to their moms.  More than

300 members and families attended this year’s social

event. Free Dinner and snacks were served throughout

the evening.

Picnic

Continuing the tradition, GCKA organized an

annual summer picnic at Apex Community Park on

July 9th 2011. This outdoor event started out with

carnival games for children conducted by the Youth

group and card games for adults. Community

members worked together to prepare, grill, and serve

delicious summer fare  including chicken, veggie
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patties, water melon and more. The highlight of the

day was a series of closely contested tug-of-wars

between women, men, and children’s teams. The

participation of GCKA Youth Forum members was
another highlight of this years picnic.

Malayalam Movies

During 2010-11,GCKA has decided to allow free
entry for the Youth members to all Malayalam movies.
All children of
GCKA members
who are 18 and
below were given
free pass to all
movies screened
by GCKA.  The
primary reason for
this decision was
to attract more
families to watch
M a l a y a l a m
movies along with
their children.
Watching good
quality Malayalam
movies will
implicitly enhance
the language
skills of our
budding youth.
This initiative conforms to this year motto ‘Inspire and
Enrich’. This initiative has proved to be a great success.
The overall viewership of Malayalam movies during
this year has increased with more families coming to
watch movies.

The following movies were screened during
2010-11:

1. Katha Thudarunnu  (Free for all GCKA
members)

2. Elsamma enna Aankutty
3. Pranchiyettan and The Saint
4. Kandahaar
5. Best Actor
6. Akkarakaazhchakal
7. Merikkundoru Kunjadu
8. Seniors

Except for Best Actor and Seniors, all other
movies had a viewership of more than 100 adults. With
the help of our sponsors, we were able to continue to
keep low ticket rates of $6.
Newsletter

A contest was organized  to name the GCKA
newsletter. The name ‘Carolina Malayali’ was selected
from the various entries , which was suggested by Mr.
Joe Mathews . There were three editions for the
newsletter during 2010-11, and we also published an
Onam Souvenir edition  in September 2011. The GCKA
BOD acknowledges all the contributors for these
editions , including the Souvenir. GCKA sincerely
thanks all our sponsors and advertisers for our Onam
Souvenir.

Malayalam Library

As part of the literary and cultural enrichment
initiative, a new Malayalam book library was introduced
this year. Members were urged to contribute their
books that they already have completed reading and
are of no use to them anymore. New books were also
added to the catalogue. A policy was introduced to keep
aside a small sum for purchasing new books. Special
thanks to Mr. P O James who had donated around 40
books to the library.
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GCKA community has grown over the years

and so did the youth of the GCKA community. They

are an inspiring group of teenagers, whose enthusiasm

and energy has helped us to formally recognize them

as an integral part of GCKA. Youth group was formed

during the previous BOD under the guidance of Jimmy

Pazhoor. The current BOD formally recognized the

group as ‘GCKA Youth Forum’ and helped coordinate

the youth activities by assigning Kuruvilla Kurian,

GCKA Vice President as the GCKA BOD Youth

Convener. Jimmy Pazhoor stayed on during the current

year as the Parent Representative. The youths

selected four energetic young leaders from them as

Youth Coordinators for 2010-11 as listed below:

· Sruthi Pisharody

· Winston George

· Reshma Thomas

· Justin Andrews

These young leaders have organized all the

activities throughout the year till they handed over to

the next group of leaders whom they helped to select.

The dedication and hard work of these four youth

coordinators has inspired the BOD and the whole

community who supported them fully during their

tenure. The Youth group successfully completed

several projects this year including:

· Ronald McDonald dinner serving project

· Stop Hunger Now project

· Fund raising for Poornima’s health care

expenses

· Spring Daze Festival Fund raising project

· Fashion show during Social night

· Developed policies and procedures for

selecting future youth leaders

GCKA YOUTH FORUM

ANNUAL REPORT 2010-11

Motto : "Enrich, Inspire and Serve''

GCKA YOUTH FORUM

ANNUAL REPORT 2010-11

Ronald McDonald House - Dinner Serving project

Ronald McDonald House in Durham, provides

a “home away from home” for  families of critically ill

children by keeping families together who are in need

of a community of hope, comfort, and empathy.   Our

Youth Volunteers were very excited to cook for the

families of these critically ill children who need the

support and care from the community. They cooked

home cooked meals on two occasions to feed the

families who stayed there. The inmate families were

so impressed with the youth and the food they cooked,

that they urged the youth volunteers and their adult

mentors to come back and cook some Indian food for

them. Honoring their wishes the youth went back a

second time in June ’11 and cooked Biriyani for them.

It was a very rewarding experience for the youth

volunteers, who appreciated the opportunity they got

to serve these needy families.

Stop Hunger Now - Meals Packing project

Stop Hunger Now is an international hunger

relief agency that has been fulfilling its commitment to

end hunger for more than 12 years. Since 1998, SHN
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Million Meals program provided over fifteen

million packaged meals for the hungry. The evening

of Wednesday, January 26, 2011 found a group of

GCKA Youth and their parents in Durham’s Southern
High School’s crowded cafeteria with 300 volunteers
all working toward the same lofty goal: to feed the
world.  January 26thevent in Durham was only one of
scores of such events nationwide that contribute to
this amazing tally. The GCKA Youth volunteers joined
the NCCU and Duke students to pack total of 64,500
packaged meals that could feed 387,000 children
around the world.
Fund raising for Poornima’s health care expenses

The Youth Forum was very creative in raising
funds for Poornima. They successfully raised $127.75
from the Malayalee community who came for the
movies and the entire community was very satisfied

in their efforts to support a just cause.
We are happy to note that Malayalee

communities all over the world had contributed to this
cause, and the surgery had been successful. It is
reported that Poornima is inching towards recovery.
Spring Daze Festival Fund raising project

GCKA Youth enjoyed the day of April 30th, filled
with sunshine and cheer at the Cary Spring Daze
festival under the leadership of Reshma Thomas,
Justin Andrews, Winston George and Sruthi Pisharody
selling authentic Indian Food sponsored partially by
Sitar India Palace, as part of a major fund raising
initiative to support the Youth Forum activities. The
youth demonstrated excellent team work and promoted
their traditional menu with a smile and enjoyed raising
the funds they needed for the year long activities. The
youth were fully supported by the GCKA community in
this endeavor.
Fashion show at Annual Social

This year’s social was very colorful when the
young and beautiful, both boys and girls, took to the
runway adorned in glittering colors of their traditional

and non-traditional wears. The social gathering came
alive out of their sleepy routine when our youngsters
hit the stage. It was a very refreshing experience for
youth and adults.
Developed policies and procedure for selecting

youth leaders

Inspite of their busy schedule in organizing fun
and creative activities, the Youth forum leaders
developed the operational policies and procedures for
the selection of the next generation of Youth leaders.
2010-11 Youth leaders selected the youth leaders for
the 2011-2012 Youth Forum Executive leadership,
before the annual social and announced them during
the social event, thus ensuring a smooth transition.
The new executive leadership for 2011-2012 is listed
below:

· Ann Lalsen
· Amanda Mathew
· Hari Joy
· Joseph George.
The GCKA BOD was very happy to congratulate

and honor this year’s Youth Forum leaders in their
excellent achievements and success. 2010-2011 was
a very colorful, active and eventful year for the GCKA
Youth Forum.



Itcmen\m
aebmfnHcp GCKA {]kn≤oIcWw

September 2011 souvenir18

Youth Forum Executive Committee (2011-12) with Jimmy Pazhoor and Kuruvilla Kurian

Youth Forum Executive Committee (2010-11) with Kuruvilla Kurian

GCKA Youth Committee

Sitting from left Amanda Mathew, Hari Joy and Ann Lalsen

Standing from left Jimmy Pazhoor, Joseph George and Kuruvilla Kurian

Kuruvialla Kurian, Wilson George, Justine Andrews, Sruthi Pisharody and Reshma Thomas
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t{K‰¿ Itcm-en\m tIcf At�m-kn-tb-j≥
AXnse AwK-ß-fpsS Ip´n-Iƒ°mbn Bcw-̀ n®  ae-bmf
]T\ ¢mkns‚ BZy-h¿j Ah-tem-I-\w.

At�m-kn-tb-js‚ t_m¿Uv  Hm^v Ub-d-IvtS-
gvkns‚ Xocp-am-\-{]-Imcw Cu h¿jw P\p-hcn amk-Øn-
em-Wv. BZy-ambn ae-bmfw ¢mkp-Iƒ Bcw-`n-®-Xv. Cu
¢mkpIfn¬ tN¿∂v  \ΩpsS amXr-̀ mj Fgp-Xm\pw hmbn-
°m\pw  ]Tn-°m\pw A-`q-X-]q¿∆-amb  Xnc-°mWv A\p-
-̀h-s∏-́ -Xv. Ip´n-Isf {]mb-a-\p-k-cn®v c≠v _m®mbn Xncn-

®mWv ¢mkp-Iƒ \S-Øp--∂-Xv.
H≥]Xv hb-�p-h-sc-bp≈ Ip´n-Iƒ BZy-_m-

®nepw H≥]-Xn\p apI-fn-ep≈ Ip´n-Iƒ c≠m-asØ _m®n-
ep-am-bmWv ¢mkp-Iƒ Xcw Xncn-®n-cn-°p-∂-Xv. c≠v _m®n-
ep-ambn Adp-]Øn Bdv Ip´n-IfmWv ]T\w Bcw-`n-®-Xv.

ae-bmf `mj-bpsS BZym-£-c-ßƒ t]mepw
Adn™p IqSm-Xn-cp∂ Cu Ip´n-Isf ]Tn-∏n-°p-∂-Xn-\p≈
`mcn® DØ-c-hm-ZnXzw Gs‰-Sp-ØXv At�m-kn-tb-j-\nse
AwK-ß-fmb tPm¿÷v tPmk^pw sdPn-tamƒ tPm¿÷p-
am-Wv. tIc-f-Ønse hnZym-`ym-k-{I-a-a-\p-k-cn®v ae-bm-f-
]m-Tm-h-en-bpsS H∂mw `mKw apX¬ BWv ]Tn-∏n®p XpS-
ßn-b-Xv.

F√m i\n-bm-gvN-I-fnepw D®-I-gn™v c≠p apX¬

\mep hsc-bmWv ¢mkp-Iƒ \S-Øp-∂-Xv. Iymcn, F∏Ivkv
kn‰n-I-fpsS Iayq-Wn‰n sk‚-dp-Ifpw sse{_-dn-IfpamWv
CXn-\mbn D]-tbm-Kn-°p-∂-Xv. Cu ¢mkp-Iƒ {Ia-ambn
\S-Øn-s°m≠p t]mIp-∂-Xn-¬ tIm¿Un-t\-‰-dmb an.-_n∂n
tPmk^pw a‰v t_m¿Uw-K-ßfpw ImWn-°p∂ Xmev]cyw
FSpØp ]d-b-Ø-°-Xm-Wv. Gsd tPmen-Øn-c-°p-Iƒ°n-
S-bnepw Xß-fpsS a°sf amXr-`mj ]cn-io-en-∏n-°m≥
amXm-]n-Xm-°ƒ {]I-Sn-∏n-°p∂ Xm¬]cyw Gsd {]iw-
k-\o-b-am-Wv.

Hc-£cw t]mepw Adn-bmsX ]T\w Bcw-`n®
\ΩpsS Ip´n-Iƒ°v Ct∏mƒ sNdnb hm°p-Ifpw hmN-I-
ßfpw Fgp-Xm\pw hmbn-°m\pw Ign-bp∂p F∂Xv A≤ym-
]-I-cmb Rßƒ°v hfsc kwXr]vXn \¬Ip-∂p.

an° Ip´n-I-fpsS hoSp-I-fnepw ae-bmfw kwkm-
cn-°m-dn√ F∂Xv Ip´n-I-fpsS `mjm-]-T-\-Øn¬ XS-�-am-
sW-∂Xv CØ-cp-W-Øn¬ ]d-b-s´. hoSp--I-fn¬ kwkmc
`mj ae-bm-f-am-°p-∂Xv \ΩpsS Ip´n-I-fpsS `mjm-]-T-\-
Øn¬ Gsd klm-bn-°p-sa∂v kvt\l-]q¿∆w Hm¿Ωn-∏n-
°p-∂p.

\ΩpsS ̀ mjbpw kwkv°m-chpw \Ωƒ Ghn-sS-
bm-bn-cp-∂mepw ad-∂q-Iq-Sm. Rm≥ ae-bm-fn-bm-sW∂pw ae-
bmfw Fs‚ amXr-`m-j-bm-sW∂pw \mapw \ΩpsS Ip´n-
Ifpw A`n-am-\-tØmsS ]d-b-Ww.

ae-bmf ]T-\-¢m-kns‚
                              hm¿jnI dnt∏m¿´v


